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A YEAR OF'  DECISION^ 

Without a doubt the yea r  1962 wi l l  be  ope i n  which xar-reachizlg d e c i s i o n s  wi l l  be 
made. This applies rrroi- a ~ l y  :c, our  Nation ar:d the  r e s t  of tE.e Free Worlci, a s  far  a s  polit  

' i c a l  matters are  concerned ,  but part lculariy to the Lhdherarl Church here and abroad.  We 
have iri mind e s p e c i a l l y  the s i t u a t i ~ ~ r l  -that prevails  ir; the  Evarge l i ca l  Lutheran Synodical 
Conference ,  

For those  who have been, ar7d s ~ i l l  a r e ,  affiliated with the Sy::sdical Conference i t  
is no exaggerat ion t o  say tha t  "a l l  e y e s  are  fixed on Cleveland.  " Wherr the  Lutheran 
Church - Missour i  Syr.od holds  i t s  triey-r~ial convention there r e x t  Tune it wil l  be  f a c e d ,  
a s  far  a s  human judgmefit car! discerr:, with maklsg decisior:: :hat w i l l  have a very fa te-  
ful bearing on the futare course  of the Lutheran Church through-out the world. For one 
th ing,  the  M l s s o ~ i r i  Symd must: r eac t  t o  the  severance  of fel lowship re la t ions  with i t  
by the Wiscons in  Synod,  a s  we l l  a s  the proposal of our S-pod ro d l s s o l v e  the  Synodical 
Conference.  W h 3 ; ~ v e r  acclon it f a k e s  wJI1, i r  a large  me 2sure ,  determine the  future 
course  of o r t h o d ~ x  Lbthm-anism, I t  is diff icult  to se? how the M i s s ~ u r i  Synod c a n  fai l  
l o  come t o  gr ips  with the aut2stion a s  to the course  it v v i c , h e s  to follow - -  the road that  
l e a d s  t o  increasir-g l ibera l i sm with a l l  tha t  that impl ies  for  he r  far-,flung membership, or 
a pdth that  will  lead  to a restordtion of the c a l s e r v a t i v e  wid co~if idence- inspi r ing posi-  
tion that  in days of yore s e t  her apart 2 s  a church body which,  b e c a u s e  the Scriptures s o  
required,  dared tdke an unequivocal  s t end ,  90 matter hove. ur~c)pu.lar  i t  might be .  

N o t  to be overlooked in th is  "1-ear of Decis icn"  ~ 3 -  thex +'3rr k ~ f  the  Missour i  Synod 
is the  role t h a t  the bc-called "Skiste =sf the Church @?:rferer,c~ " i s   saying in i t s  effort 
t o  bri::g i t s  Syri3d back to h e r  one-.time soundll- Bib1 i c ~ ~ I  9, sEtir:rL i : L  doctrine and pract ice .  
Should this  group by the grace  of God be enabled t o  re;c.ue the p.arent body from being 
dashed  %o picllces orf the rocks of l iberal ism and a false i n t e l l e c t u d l i ~ m ~  the  future of our 
Sy ood would seem to be l e s s  strair-ed dnd compl ica ted ,  If the e l e v e r t h  hour protest  by 
this a f s r e m e ~ t i ~  group fc3rl.;, t ben  vve and those  affil.iazed wrth u s  in  sp i r i t  a s  we l l  a s  
i n  confessioil. wi l l  have  some tr-y-ir;g dav-s ahead of u s ,  in  ths t  we s h a l l  need a n  abundant  
measure of wisdom from O Y ~  Hiqh to c011u9sel and aid those who a re  of one  mind with u s  
and to keep  o ~ r  own membership from becoming confused .~rld bewildered by the  breaking 
down of former t i e s  and a r ; : ~ o c k , ~ r , i a ~ s ~  
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If C I P . V . C , ~ ~ : . ~ ; ~  ?r:,ves 9: be ? c~ ' - \ i / e  ,.:,Y--, o l  ~va:.:ic)- - = -  k v f - ~ c h  kil.:r(J!y- [ ~ E E ~ S  possible 
-- er  c ~ w g r c m ~ r ; e ,  i:)r c:;e 512~ xak~: ;  i t  cvi.de~T;S: t h a t  tl-16; LIL]:F,YI:I C;Ip:airch r / l i ~ s ~ ~ r T  

Sy2cd does :-<+:5, ';11,pI - h  t~ ibldc.  hy hc_ r f,-?-mc.:r. VITF j l -=kl~k~wn CC:\~ES ~:t:?'a! rziqd,  the 3 also 
acr  b r e t h r ~ ~  cverseas -~:ili ' r . 2 ~ ~  r c  rn-5ise some 13ai~"fu: ~ ~ c Z S ~ S T :  Th,;s  far  they have 
p e r k ~ s  ~ o t  a g p r ~ c ; a t ~ ~  *,be x : - i  ci. t h e  ~1e~..ilel:::i.~erit3 wb~in~: the M ~ S S O U T ~  Sy:c~d-,  
-iuhacli deve..i.3pmerL:s have f ~ d  ris 3s  w e l l  as ?he W i s c c f i s i ~  Syrjod to t3kc sane unpopg-- 

-7 - 
131" but t'_eCEES$3Y\,7 5 ~ ~ 3  4: :The 1ra:f;er ci "el;e.\r~,ship. ref~i'~i~:--!i~ iF:e P L E S L I Q T  & h e ~ e  
b?ti!h~'x-3:: bodies abr:>ad, tcd 2-- Y 7 ~ :  j l  3f'f;- 1." d vri th  v : , EILS? .3r s w ~ r  i r- w!-LE Vtcr tke-y- car 
w'btl-1 d ycad C O Y ~ S C ' ; : ~ K C ~ . . .  C Q L F : C ~ - ~ ~ ~ : ~ C F  : E - J C ~ J ~ C J S  a:rd palricxl;cc; i t  5~ bad7 with w h ~ m  they  
have See::  i *h  J c : ~ c v v ~ ~ ~ ~ x ,  35CJ ~ . ~ h i ~ = : i  the;; Z ~ ~ ~ ~ S P I V E S  Pavk i x  r,l.rrulerr;lis x/\j-aT,;s crxtictiaed 
xJ4j!=fh -l;l*lnafi)~zlicd -Era:ik.e;~es~ i-i;̂ c>:ig;L~ $ i: Se  r 2::r :idezeCf 1~2c~erh~ri",blc to rnertic3t~> it, a r  
c;vela t:! tf?r:i;b;. 3-F IT, oi. r Ll..;?"t~r?r. brcf,lr rep obtside the Gyt.'te-d States -r~~;s?; ask themselves 
wherhcr n i ~ m b w s  a d  -n.3rerhl b e - ~ c f i : ~  9c-e aii.j gar'; ci the stai-iaard b y  which  t h e y  %~~?oul$ 
determine V \ T ~  at  (c' OI,A~SC- f!?~*;  5'hp)1a9d bcll:-j.c.+; ttic rn.se,ve$, ~r ~vk rp tk l~ ;?~  i t  PC; to be the 
d i v i r e l y  frspiiea 2gd P-ae,rr.iri', i,"il::.rd L ~ : t - ~ ~ - e  32d t~ vv .{ch -tTh'c-'? r i ~ = v ~  ~:rr:fessed a c ~ ~ ~ n e n d -  
able aid g ~ ?  ::l~lYle li.~)yalt;-, 7LQ62 may i;/*:~ ii i ; ~ c ~ ~ ~  ; k - 5  year :I: C ~ ~ C : X S ~ ~ X ?  for t5em TOO, 

Perhaos t k e  flarc-g.a~~.g m3<- stem Z.6 sresrhc;, 3 st;3iri:, of ~es,;:mism 3rd despair ,  
Were it cot tor t'rie f j c :  the L5,:,y6. s:>f tb(5 ch~rcy,!- i s  ~ 2 1 %  pii~d.EIuI 3f Q U T ~  or-t-,e 

- - 
m g k t  weli l ose  a:i P.rjpe Hc;\,ve:~e~, EIc; f5roe?gE? H i s  apc3tle te!-l-~, i ~ s  , '"esus Chri5t the 
sarfie y~st t . rda; / ,  3r,d ~ R C  f ~ r ~ v e i ~  ( ~ e b .  ' :3 ,8!  3rd t b ~ r e i ?  lies our hope and 

* ? co~ f ldenc f ; ,  l(;nclr~\;img thsl Fie is  c t y - i j !  I,o;-d .ras~.$r a i l ,  thzt it i.5 X1:- C Z ~ ~ S E ,  with which. WE" 

are c o n c ~ r r e ~ ,  E i s ?  TII\JQ~< T,VF a:e -cryi;~fj S.O c.clrryu. 92 in  cxr  humb3e -;rvay, His  saving Name 
we throl-~gk t ha t  vgork TVC:::UIC~ m z k ~  k ~ ~ i ~ f / v n  :A: home a ~ d  abroad, we c x  c ~ r ~ f i d e n t l y  b d i e v e  
that our efforts w-l!, cat be 17 v;-2iEe Jn f + ~ :  O7 t h a t  is ex;xLtil;k/ T Z T ; : ~ ~  We t r  X i s  Y f l s ~ d  tells 
us, tha:. snce  WE ir: Ei4m ?i ~ V F  rke V ~ C ~ ~ D T ' ? ;  9 v ~ r  s i n  and death ,, " T k - ~ r ~ f ~ r e  my bebvzd 
brethrelz ,, be ye steadfast, ~!.rzmoveabi~ , aJm3y s i 3 b z 3 ~ " + d i ~ ~  i-c: "LIE? work -3f the Lord, for- 
asmuch a; ye knaw rha t ;ii?ur labor is riot ir; v3in in  t1;e i3rd .  " (I CJ Jr, 5 38) 

May thaa: be the source ova comfort 3rd streng ti?_ a s  we g~ fcxi,irard i x a  the  ~e-vv 
year  with 1% rlevbT pr;;k,lerxs, new t r ia l s ,  -t?ew ckallenyes b ~ t  3is0 rew gr3ce and bless- 
i ~ g ,  W;~e"r.her we be erigaged 122 3he~?r!c-rd<ng many  car fevP7 S S : ~ ~ S ,  i q  xeachicg old or 
:~uu-n_g, 1-2 ~vritsng for t h e  s:mx~le ar- the more ic f~r rned  Chris- t ian,  czr i~ .;or. being able to 
d o  m , x h  more  ha^ :c? give cS our I B F - ~ T ~ ~ :  f 9 r  the ~312pp3rt af t h e  .v.;lri3ues 3c,poc!s of this 
GSS pe1 --vrork - -  m e  th279 ' l n i k ?  511 34 ike  133"' CIQ i s  eor?~ta~; t i ;~  and f ~ r v ~ n t l . - q  to i n t e r c e d e  
for our dear Lcrthcrafi Zis~l l  before  tie :hrc>-:t;; zf grace, I t  i:; " [kc= wsrk  sf: Lord" i n  
which we 31-! are ezgageci., xp,d the S?vri,(3r 2r W b c ~ e  Nsne we l i ve  arid labor is the same 
gracious , cornpassiora" e, ahm2ght.yJ c d  dbmdant ly -  b k  ssl.:g Lo:'d %day that _Fie was 

erefcre,  w e  shali -03- 26 alrd:?*eB crT~\fltf-:..~~-:r. stkrec?gth uid gu ic i~~?,ce ,  Meiy OUZ prayer 
Lc~,;,rd oidr G~3d be wit!? ~i::;, 37 I-te was with our -F~CI?C;TS: k t  ham zot lenve us, 

F us, " (l Kirqs  % ,  57) Witti th-3: 5oge cmd h:- zhat frame r,sf mind the Lutheran 

f-otl in the  cornr,iG Ye 2.. Decf s lsc  5y keepir,g j,7c-u i nf ~r~nersd on currep? 
d develoyrnw-1" sin che C ' .h i l~-~h ,  e ~peciai l -?~ the L1:tPerl;irz brci:.lch of the 

M,  El, Otto 
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At ?h;lt crucial t i m e  it was  necessary for Sverre to act surely and quickly, and he did.  
is courage rose with the danger,  and he  found the most effective means of answering the 
ttack of the Pope. H i s  answer came i n  h i s  a docAument 
ritten in t h e  Norweg ia~  ianguage. In i t  he a;?eals tc the Iu'onvegian people,  places  be- 

ore them the principles involved in the controvers:~, shows them the fal lacies  of the 
lergy a r d  the arrogance of their c la ims,  and a s k s  the geople to judge. 8 8  

Although Sverre did not write the document himself, he unquestionably determined i t s  
ontents and is therefore largely responsib le for it. Paascbe finds in i t  "Sverre's vigorous 
tyle" of writing, so that  the work w a s  "clearly compossci i2 Sverre's nearest  presence,  
urely with h is  own help. " Paasche believes that the one whil did the actual  writing was  
n ecclesiastic who had recently studied a t  the Ux-&versitv of Bologna, and who therefore 
ad the benefit of up-to-date knowledge of church. law. "- The writer could well  have 
een E imr  Prest , s SOT!-in-law of Sverre himself, and ara ecc les ias t ic .  90 

It is evident that the i s  i r z f l ~ e ~ c e d  by the 
t i a n f ,  a scholarly wor 
___L_ 

ared in about the ye Such 
ucnce in 120 wise rules out the fact  that  the document i u  reality- expresses  Sverre's own 

iew-s on the rna%ter. With justice Bang asser t s :  "This speech . . . i n  regard to  i t s  spiri t  
nd its basic  ideas  was  unmistakably inspired by Sverre himself. "92  It  was  read t o  the 

ople d t  their gather inas ,  and it must have made a profound impression on them. 

Bang furthermore l i s t s  the three chief points of the 

1, 'The kingship is of divine origin a s  well  a s  the church. 

2 .  Sverre is i n  the right in  h is  conflict with the, bishops. (The hierarchy 
tried to extend their rights beyond the iirnitatians laid d o w ~  by the old 
ld~nf. ) 

3 .  If anyoce is excommunica.ted such an excsmrnu2icatbon is in 
itself dead and powerless, s i  3fter ali t k  righteous God who 
judges, 93 

In O L T  c - ~ S C Q S  s i o ~  c f  the vie shall quote a number of por- 
tops of the same, some mor f l y ,  and a l s o  make observations 
egarding  the^. We shal l  refer to  Sverre a s  the a u t h ~ r  of i t ,  sirlce it presents his  views. 

~~ --a - 2  - -II_ 

88~;jerse:, oc. c i t . ,  p. 399. 
8 9 ~ a a s c h e ,  op, cite , p. 19L 
go@ver~a?.d, ope  cite , pp. 278  f .  
~ k o h t ,  
9 2 ~ , , ~ ,  
9 3 ~ a c .  c i t ,  



Sverre begins by invoking the presence and blessing of Almicjhty God. Then he ex- 
presses  the hope that what h e  s t a t e s  will be understood. Thereupon he u s e s  figurative 
language, comparing Christ and the Holy Church to  a complete human being, and various 
c l a s s e s  of men to  the members of the body. (We are quoting directly from the transla- 
tion without changing or attempticg t o  improve the language. The translation is by J .  
Stephton.) 

The foundation of a right understanding i s ,  that  Christ and Holy 
Church make one complete body, perfect and entire,  with a l l  i t s  
members sound, ChristHimself is the head ,  the Church is the 
trunk of this body. The eyes  should be our Bishops, who should 
point u s  to the right way and the s s f e  raod, free from a l l  erring 
pa ths ,  and should moreover have a careful oversight of a l l  the mem- 
bers.  The nostrils should be the  Archdeacons , who should perceive * 

and scent  a l l  the perfume of righteousness and sacred truth. The 
ears  should be the Beans and Provosts, who should hear and decide 
causes  and d i f f icu l t su i t s  in holy Christianity. The tongue and l ips  
should be our Pries-ts , who should preach to  us  sound doctrine,  and 
themselves afford good examples by their conduct, The heart and 
breast  should be the Kings, whose duty l ies  in solicitude,  in de- 
liberating and in  act ing,  in emboldening and defending a l l  the other 
members. The shoulders a ~ d  back and loins should be the Earls and 
great Chiefs,  t o  bear and lighten every burden that is to  be borne. 
"re arms should be the Baram, to  be a sure aid to  both breast  and 
shoulders. The forearms and hands should be the Knights and Guards- 
men, and other warriors bes ides ,  who should be the weapons for the 
protection and defense of the breast  and all other members. The 
stomach and b~wie ls  should be the Monks and Friars,  who should 
tas te  and ea t  only the food from which the whole body should receive 
nourishment and strength, The legs  and arms should be the Yeomen 
and Commons, who should support this  body by their  labour and al l  
their  toil.  g4  

That is indeed a striking picture of the members of the church. He uses  an extended 
metaphor comparing the offices with the members of the body. If everyone stayed in :his 
place and did h is  duty,  a l l  would be f ine ,  according to Sverre . But that  has  not been 
the c a s e ,  he s a y s ,  and a s  a result corkfusion and harm have been caused in  the church. 
In  the next paragraph he continues: ' 

But now exis t s  the ev i l ,  that a l l  members suffer change in their 
nature, and each forsakes the office and service which i t  should 
perform. The eyes  look s i d e ~ a y s ,  and s e e  dimly. The same sca l e s  
have fallen upon the eyes of our bishops that fell on the e y e s  of 
the Apostles the night God was taken. The same drowsiness and 
heaviness is come upon them, and they s e e  a l l  things a s  in a dream, 
where they distinguish neither c lear  light nor true appearance. The 
nostrils perceive only a s tench,  and not a perfume or  sweet  smell. 
The ea r s  are now dull of hearing, arid can  hear neither truth nor 
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: 4 good S F  r: ;E . I-dc ~ . d  rrc'h i - -F i r k  r "F srcj .-.2r :F E - Qur f 3 i i h o p ~  
a dqd 1 3 r t ~  r r L - . ~ I ~ r q  , sk..):dd w s t c k  ?vr r Cbr: .: :r, i F  ix-, , bjinded 

t " by cnve:ousS F si, E X C F S ~ ; ;  a.711'1:*~~-, ~ i r f > g + - ~  cc j--d i~,:is"ce. 
'I"kc-se hsve y-l-+w r3riix>rl SLS~O;  17: ;uck AS :f-t3 ;c ~ , \ i i - , ~ ~  Gt2d d i , ~ ~ e ] r f  
qjew dfor~c ime,  Wr,>hv-: ci--d i p : p ~ d ~ ,  sf3r:; qf L i l g  Kigh  Fri~tj.t  of 
Shi'I-iP , ~n.F.2 did v l o ! ~  r:ce rc X ~ E  b 4 ; i a c  r r f i c ~  (i ,ch t k e  people 
wa.ild f:~ifer 1: G i d ,  ar*d S F : Z F C ~  ~ : k t :  wro: g 3, d r:>t.:ler, all Hls  
'3ft~r;qg.i 3 -  d h9l;. S ~ C K I ~ ~ C E S  fmv C;?d - ps31\ J F O C  It. A7--d i t  has 
m w  come 1'2 :,a?; tbdf  In :he rslaFzm- aur :ache< and ~b1rltable 
offering 3 2rc d~rnanded wit5 tkrea: 2 a ~ - d  ba*; a -d  e:,xc~~~nmur.lcatiom, 
W e  are urge2 r_o bllild  church^ es , a - d  w'f: E . ~  :?E.*. 2~-e  hu l l  t WE are  
drivci~i  fro% them l i k e  hestken::, \V'e drc- t,frged ::.1 1~1?der:3ke the 
c ~ ~ f ; ,  b u h r e  giver no ru le  over them, i5_-: 5 3rd O ~ ~ E ~ S E :  s i ~ t o  which 
%en fall are used  a s  rent-; rcducirlg farm s 5"i;*;~rr are  r%ot &--.,astized 
wl:h rigkt pur:ishments, a s  every Q+-e 1:: 3: ilber:; tc cc>m?ound for 
hi(= s i r s  .If he w i s h ~ s ,  for s.e!erce ~ : s  3': ~ F C F  K F ; ~  \\+eY: :he sarc-  

i (-jF of l;l-~ law: but where :he 1 ,  1 s  + .. i t  i i; I K F  ? ur;justly 
d ~ . d  by lsy-r-~g c h a r g ~ s  agairsr us dyad r h ~  ~ ~ v e d l t i -  rka%:s sbtdined and 
a m a s x d  rs r ~ r n ~ v e d  i@bf of rcPt c c ~ * . t r  g > k  drl mi! er rard ,  for i t  is 
L T ~ T   mi t 'PC! LO Rome rcl r IXC h s ~ t  F X C  3"Lm:~ :c~:L '3 .- d:id tx?ath+emas , 
which are sc nx -to r?ur lar td  a<+ rec -IT; c). S F  :c-:r J L T  C- T: i t 13 r  i r,: and 
t h e  c~?RcC:rat:~?~-., c1.i' c h u r c b ~  5 .  PF. SF 37-F 'I- i- g.:f.'~ d d f T E . S ~ - ~ S  

br~ugk:  is L 1; :r rc-?;irr; ior o u r  rir1.c - a o q t h t  r -r ?r e r:: : wc are 
giver, gal! S t 2  drip.% ~ - S I F  dd p7f w c 2:20 * ;\IS ' r  ;:cad q f  G9d8s 
b!20d0 I 'ke  rn1:w:l-s arc ! . r s  of ci.l rie I:= have bc g l ~  to ; t2mmer ,  
tkfrr t 3 ' g ~ ~  S to be S:JFCC".!F S 3  f ? r  F ~:)-6r I ~ F  a1tog~:ker s i l en t ,  
or u t x r  1r~S~at $ * - -  v v L ~ r 5 e  r _ ^ l i ~ t ?  ~*>tf^-:~'g,, A -  : F ~ ; w i ~ e I v e :  3ff3rd no ex- 
arnsie; bht what are ev:l ar?d corn€ .% il nc l i e f :  :*t- / lur:IAss the 
ig!-!>>rd:-: d::d f ~ ~ i i i k i  i l  d f  C F L V ~ " ~  ?F ' i w VF 5 ,  ddugl-I.F r~ , arld klns-  
women: :he;. are rot ~ s h ~ n e d  rd? dr la1 2 ~ -  vvi ire ; s t  :he c o m m i t  
, ~ ~ r j u r . ; ~  t h e y  T4racti se legdl ':1r1r~"7 , d r c i  d'c Z E :  23: J- ala w r ~ ~ g f u l  
greed; :I-E, ~ 3 1 1  ~ F 3 t  r l g k  wh:cii . -. ' N ~ ~ T  9, d z f , , ~  wro?g which is 
rEgk L ,  5t.d so Ic ~d a 3  f ~ i ~  ..Lz:rcl: a d ~ ? ~ r - r n s c  3 v ~ 3  'Jqr,,, with. thei r  
d ~ c e i t f ~ 1  r.ersu3norts. Sbr:i;Ic! :he, d o  L; wroy*g 3- d we as& repara- 
~ i t 3 ~ 1  of: :be r , the.,: 5 ~y the " ~ V C  * l7 ac -wer f r ~  give recdratlon to  
m a k ~ ,  :r?si ~ 3 5  WC- bad ~ F F Y ? .  Cresa:Fc: V~J:~;"~JU! rigP;t; w k ~ r e  they are 
d m e e t  to 3i:f2~-,r f r - 3 ~ ~  'iLC-'T ever,  OW.; l y e  ?he2. des i re  to 
i - f l i c ~  u ~ l c x v -  $ 5  S n  ~ c l c  d i1ctr r I r- c'. :-L- I cas :f-b\v.~rd s God ' s  people 
; T .  3- ' ' k c ?  or p 5 J dcTe d t_hc r.\n(> SdI ;e : ric r - \I\;'! 3 c T~ de ~ r i e d  Sze~jal~nab 
;I- 1 h e c a u s e  i>f t h ~ l r  o\M** ! I - < ,  xw'd . -3; ; c c ~ ~ r c i r ~ ~ g  :o her desert .  
i t  kc--  C ~ E ~ C  :1?c graver b ~ ? d  S 3 r d  r , l " ~  a_* ,~ ;  v:! ic j  Gsad loosed f rom 
the face of L d z d ~ ~ i , ;  W ~ E ' Q  XC c 3% C: i *  ;rvl ?Y'M, k i :. qrdve &re row bound 
a b ~ u r  ~ ' T ' . E  dace:, of tcleickic r * 0  ! 4 2 '  - P  -I j -0 Y:Q war s bu t  thgse 
of: de3th: L, ?me 9 5  thew s u z ~ b -  wSr  13:d w 3- ~xccrnrntir~icar40~3 and 
ariathe ma?;: ~r,7rne CSOIIE;C~:  ei cr31&7C! i I! c r 0  wkxh wfa.:bap e< ar-d shie lds  
de+r.ivt ~2 oi OLT &;rr)gx rt? d - x C r  IweC --M I ~ C Z ~ F  ~ k - 1 ~  11 ~ ~ - I v E ; ? s  a1.d 
U S  :a rnccf- s:augh.f..er, 5t-A c0 wish, t-,o dc-<<-tu-a, ai-i~e- OUT b3dres and 
our so~>:s ,  9 

-. - _ W - W - d  - ----_I_____- ---------=- - - 

9s Ibid &qp. 242 f ,  

6, 



This is indeed a pointed attack ag3ins-t the clergy, especial ly  the higher clergy, of 
Norway. The statement made about the e y e s ,  in the second and third sentences of the 
paragraph, are urdoubtedly directed primarily to Archbishop Erik, whose blindness 
according to Sverre was  not orily physical ,  but a l so  religious. The statement concern- 
ing the building of churches by Sverre and others ,  and the refusal on the part of the 
clergy to allow owners to  have jurisdiction over them, has  reference to  Sverre's dispute 
with both Eystein and Erik on  he matter, 'The l a s t  sentence i s  without doubt an  allusion 
to the rebellion of the party aga'ir!st Sverre, In this  sect ion,  a s  elsewhere,  he 
looks upon the idea of "e,vsrg,.thbrrg for Rome " a s  a dangerous one. 

However, he does nat  lay a great share of the blame on the Pope. He says  that the 
Pope does not know much about what happens in their country. Rather h e  blames the 
bishops for having misrepresented things to  him, ^i 

Now although we receive rebuke from the Bishop of Rome, or Car- 
d ina ls ,  yet  can  we not im2ute i t  to the Pope, for he neither knows 
what goes forward i.c this land,  nor i n  any other that l i e s  far dis-  
tant from him. Our bishops and clergy are to  blame, for in their  
enmity to  us  they carry gossip and liex to  the Pope. He thinks they 
bring truth,  while they bring only fa l se  and lying statements. There 
is a King in  the land of whom al l  men know whether he has  done any 
wrong to  Holy Church or the clergy; and we think that few kings 
have granted fuller right or freedorrl to  the clergy, or have better 
protected bsl y establishments than this  King, i f  truth be told, Now, 
inasmuch. a s  this  is t rue,  then it is evident that  i f  they have borne 
evil report of the Kir?g from Norway to  the P s p e ,  they have borne 
i t  with l i e s  and evil gu i le ,  and have thereby dorre great injury to  
the King and to  a l l  the people, without any gain to  themselves. 
And though the Pope has pronounced sentence,  h i s  condemnation 
will not touch the King or any innocent man in the land,  for God is 
ever  a righteous judge, and His judgments are according t o  right, 
and not according to  the iniquity of lying and deceitful men.96 

Thereupon, to prove his  point, particularly that raised in the l a s t  sentence,  Sverre 
quotes three Popes: Urba~ ;  , Gregory and Calixtus , and two of the greatest  church fathers: 
St. Augustine and St, Jerome. A l l  s ta te  a just person when unjustly accused need not 
be concerned, and really. does not suffer punishment, for he is innocent, He then con- 
tinue s: 

These e x a m ~ l e s ,  and many others,  bear witness  that the wrong 
judgments c a m s t  irlure U S ,  thc?ugh the deceitful wickedness of our 
clergy has hbd the power to p ~ i t  u s  to  shame, for they flee from us  
&md -from this  land a s  if we were! heathen. Either the wise rulers of 
the Holy Church and Christendom have pronounced GO excommunica- 
tion thotigh t h e y  have been urged, or e l s e  excommunication has  been 
pronounced, and it: ha:; certainly fallen upoln those who by injustice 
and wickedness requested i t ,  and has  not fallen upon u s ,  who cer- 
tainly deem ourselves hnocegt  and certainly believe ourselves 
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E exempt from a l l  excommunication. And though we utter a l l  these  
things in general terms, a s  i f  they referred to  almost a l l  the clergy, 
yet  we would have it known that we refer t o  those only who recog- 
nize in this injustice to u s  the description of their own error, falsi-  
t y ,  and treachery; these are not attributed to a l l ,  though more are  
involved than gain by them, and more than ar  a comfort to  us .  We 
would a s k  of those who d o  not recognize their own description in  
these  wrongs towards u s ,  that  they would have no following with 
those who have now followed erroneous counsels ,  A s  for those who 
recognize themselves in this  injustice t o  u s ,  l e t  them abandon i t ,  
and practise justice ins tead ,  and not ac t  s o  a s  to draw upon them- 
se lves  in this world the hatred of al l  who observe their conduct. 
Let them consider and take t o  heart the good example of the yeoman 
who commits not h i s  sheep to  the charge of a shepherd that the 

1 shepherd may se l l  them or s lay them or chase  them over the f e l l ,  
or break their feet  to  p ieces ,  or tear  off their wool, but rather that  
he may lead them t o  good pastures and protect them from a l l  danger. 
And if  he lose  one of them he should then search through every wood 
with much toil  until h e  finds it. He must not drive them out of their 
good pastures away from the yeoman and into the mouth of the raven- 
ous wolf, A l l  should know, clerical  and lay ,  that  the clerical  lead- 
e rs  are not s e t  over God's  people to  tread scornfully upon their necks,  
to  c a s t  shame in  their  teeth,  t o  regard them a s  good to  be pillaged 
and wrongfully plundered of their goods. Still less are they set 
over God's people t o  turn them away from God to  he l l ,  a s  into the 
mouth of a ravenous wolf, ei ther by wrongful ban and anathema or 
by fa l se  persuasions. They should rather, on God's behalf ,  watch 
ove-r those who desire  to  be Christians,  and i f  one is s o  foolish a s  
t o  walk of himself in the paths of error, they ought to  lead him back 
by fair  persuasions,  and gentle teachings and loving counsels .  97 

Sverre continues by showing from Holy Scriptures and Decretals that  the royal power 
is divinely insti tuted,  and that he exercises  the highest  authority in church and s ta te  
by G o d 9  appointment. He s ta tes :  * 

A l l  of you, clerical  and l ay ,  shall  now know and perceive that kings 
and secular  chiefs  are not created t o  oppose God and Holy Church, 
God Himself binds secular  rule to office in Holy Church, whereby 
kings exercise  authority and guardianship in  Holy Church; and i t  
becomes their  duty to demand large service from the stewards of 
the Church and to  receive i t .  9 8  

After having quoted many passages from the Bible and a l so  many of the wrigtings of 
the church fathers,  Sverre s e t s  forth his  thes i s  that  the king h a s  h is  authority from God, 
and that he is responsible to  God in his  rule. Sverm differs from both Gregory VII and 
Dante in his  view on the relative position of Pope and King. Gregory said the Pope was  
above the king; Dante said each  was  supreme in  h is  own sphere; and there can  be no 



doubt that  Sverre placed the king above the Pope even ,  inasmuch a s  the king had the 
responsibility of everything, including the church, to  answer for to  God, One cannot 
arrive a t  any other conclusion after reading the following quotation: 

So great a mass of  example,^ show clearly that the salvation 
of a m a n e s  soul is at stake when h e  does not observe complete 
loyalty,  kirgly worship, and a right obedience; for kingly rule 
is created by God's command, and not after man" ordinance, 
and no man obtains kingly- rule except by divine dispensation, 
A king would n a t b e  more powerful or mightier than others i f  
God had not s e t  him higher than others in His service: for in 
h is  kingly rule he serves God and not himself, Now, inasmuch 
a s  duty binds him to answer to God Himself, and to render an  
account of His  protection and care  of Holy Church, according 
to the Cause already quoted; and a s  duty binds a hearty worship 
and a gui le less  loyalty,  therefore we cannot understand with what 
reason our clergy wish to  remove the King from the oversight that  
he should have in Moly Church, and for which God requires him 
to answer,  when we certainly know that men of inferior rank to  
the King have t o  exercise power- in  Holy Church. For knights 
and guardsmen, and even yeomen, have oversight in Holy 
Church i f  they are patrons of churches, There are three c a s e s  
in  which a man comes to have such oversight i n  Holy Church -- 
the f i rs t ,  if  he inherits a n  es ta te  after h i s  father or mother, or 
other kinsmen, and the upholding of the Church goes with the 
inheritance; the second is when a man buys an e s t a t e ,  and 
the upholding of the Church goes with the lands which he buys; 
the third i s  when a man builds a church a t  his own pains and 
c o s t ,  and endows it with lands for its future upholding, I t  
must now be made c lear ,  s o  that a l l  may fully understand, what 
oversight i t  is which tho.se whom we have just mentioned law- 
fully exercise  in  Holy Church, according a s  i t  is said in xvi ,  
causa  and and found in other 
places  in s) themselves:: (Latin 
omitted here .) "This oversight in Holy Church has  to  be exer- 
c i sed  by the s o n s ,  grandsons,  or other fit heirs of the man who 
built the church or has  been i t s  upholder, Those who are right- 
ful heirs shal l  have a care that no one through decei t  or trans- 
ference remove any things which the upholders of the Church 
gave to  i t  a t  the outset ,  That which was  s e t  apart for the main- 
tenance of the priest a t  the beginning shal l  s o  remain; and that 
which was set apart a t  the beginning for tar ,  for l igh ts ,  and for 
vestments in the church, shall  so remain, And i f  the priest 
makes any change in  what was thus s e t  apart a t  the beginning, 
s o  that the church is injured thereby, then shal l  the patrons whom 
I have just named make the matter known to the Bishop, and ask  
him to devise a remedy, i f  they themselves are unable to  devise 
one; and i f  the Bishop will not devise  a remedy, or i f  he himself 
does such things a s  those P have mentioned, then sha l l  the 
patrons of the church make the matter known t o  the Archbishop, 
and a sk  him to devise  a remedy, If the Archbishop will not. 



devise  a remedy, or  if he himself does  such things ,  then the  
patrons l ay  the matter before the King, and cause him t o  rectify 
~t by authority which God h a s  placed in h i s  hands .  " Now, th is  
bedrs wl tness  that  the King is s e t  above a l l  other dignitaries;  
for the King has here t o  di rect  the Bishop or the Archbishop t o  
do jus t i ce ,  i f  they themselves wll l  pay  no heed to  i t .  Th is ,  be 
i t  s a i d ,  re la tes  to the direction and guardians hip of Holy Church, 
and not to those other viola ti or?^ of l aw which might occur in 
secu la r  matters. How gredt i s  the Kir7g's power i n  secu la r  mat- 
t e r s  may thus be s e e n ,  s ince  he s i t s  even i n  the highest  s e a t  
of judgment in  matters relating to  Holy Church,  which would 
have been  thought,  if men had not heard th is  quotdtion, t o  l ie  
under the direction of the Bishop. 99 

After boldly s ta t ing tha t  the  King h a s  the highest  authority,, even  in  the  church,  he 
I 

quotes Gratian and others t o  support h i s  v iews.  Then comes the important paragraph 
concerning the  kingn s authori ty,  responsibil i ty and supervision in  matters in  h i s  own 
country. This the king cannot  renounce or travsfer,  for  i t  is given him by God. That 
paragraph is quoted ea r l i e r  in  th i s  t reat ise .  (See footnote N o ,  18 .) 

More quotations follow. Then Sverre ra i ses  the important point that  i t  is usually 
the bishops , and not the kings , who lead the  people into errors in  religious matters. 
He s t a t e s :  

I t  may now be s e e n  whether the King is t o  blame, and c la ims 
their r ights t o  rob them of their  dignity,  or they quarrel with 
the King's honour and wish t o  deprive him of i t  and render him 
honourless and thi s unres t  turns into heresy ,  a s  seems too like- 
l y ,  he resy  and the profanation of Christianity will be s e e n  t o  
proceed from a course  whence they have af oretime proceeded. 
We know few ins tances  where kings have originated he re s i e s ,  
but we know many where kings have overthrown them when 
bishops .have originated them. 100 

Then follows a n  exposit ion of the fa l l ac ies  of many ecc l e s i a s t i c s  who have been 
regarded a s   heretic:^. Of in teres t  is one named Nicolss Advena, a bishop in  Saracenland, 
who i s  identified w-ith Mohammed. In the preface of h i s  edition of the Speech Aqainst 
the Bishops was  wr i t t en ,  the canonis t  Huguccio of P i d a ,  i n  h i s  capaci ty  as  professor 
of law a t  Bologna, had identified Nicolas Advena with Mohammed, and the author un- 
doubtedly go t  the parallel  from him. According to  t h a t  legend,  Nicolas Advena w a s  a 
Catholic prelate vvho, because  of h i s  fai lure t o  become Pope,  began the Mohammedan 
religion. The ear-ly church fa thers  had spoken of s Nicolas who was  proselyte from 
Antioch. He was . ,  they s a i d ,  one of the f i rs t  sever)  dedcons i n  the congregation a t  Jer- 
ilsalem, and the leader  of heresy referred t o  in  Revelation 2:1$.. This Nicolas Prosely- 
t o s  is mentioned i n  Acts 6:15 , and in the Vulgate lr is given a s  Nicolas Advena. The - 
next s t e p  w a s ,  t h e n ,  t o  identify th i s  Nicolas Advena , the supposed leader  of the Nico- 
la i tan  heresy.  w i th  the Catholic prelate of the la te  s ix th  and ear ly  seventh century,  and 

99 Ib id . ,  pp. 251 f .  
1001bid. p e  258  



hence with Mohammed. 

This is a n  extremely facciful association, Chronologically i t  is utterly impossible 
that the Nicolas Advena coejld be Mohammed, That the author would use  such a non- 
historical person i n  his argurneat is an i n d i c a t i o ~  of their care lessness  and lack of 
accuracy in. such matters in those days, The fact  i s ,  however, that the author did use  
the name of Nicolas Advena, a ~ d  identified him with Mohammed. Several scholars are 
of the opinion that Sverre especial ly  emphasized him because his first name happened to  
be the same as that of Sverre" senemy, Bishop PSicolas s f  Oslo,  He continues: 

Not many I t i ~ g s  -will be found who have originated heresy,  for 
kings ever  talk of their  realm, of their kingly rule,  and the 
deferase of their lands,  Bisho2s are appointed to  proclaim 
truth and Ghristiiariity, and whether they preach in  church or 
a t  dssemblkes, they declare before people that a l l  they preach 
must be followed; t c  fail  i n  carrying out all. they command is 
wrong, they say ,  and ~pposed to Christianity , . . Always, 
though, heresy has  been quelled by the strength and rule of 
great men whenever it has grown to be powerful. 102 

Thi s argumegt is not orre of Sverrek s t rongest ,  simply because the kings in  many 
c a s e s  have not been particularly icterested in doctrine,  or well versed in it, nor have 
they deal t  with i t  s o  much a s  churchmen, Sverre w a s ,  of course ,  a notable exception 
himself. The plain fact  is that Secause xlse churchnen primarily deal  with doctrine they 
will a l so  be more l ikely to mislead people into heresy, 

Sverre concludes h is  with the following words: 

Let a l l  these things remain in  memory which we have written 
and read out touching the cancessions which the clergy claim 
to have been given to them, or other special  privileges in var- 
ious matters which they claim; alnd le t  men understand how con- 
cessi.ons and privileges are to be procured so a s  not to be void, 
For wise rulers have determined nat t o  permit that a man should 
appropriate t o  himself such kingly rule as  he can  se ize  with 
deceitful device,  arid then possess i t  as i f  he had lawfully 
acquired it; kingly rule would soon be in  the hands of other men 
than the King himself i f  that  were permitted, So too of the other 
matters which we have expounded before you, p a t r o ~ a g e  in the 
Church, cbedience t o  the King, w r o ~ g f u l  b a ~  and excommunication; 
l e t  them be pardoned with a good understanding, Ban and excom- 
munication we may dread because of our s i n s ,  or of thz shame to  
which they put u s  before other folk who learn of the dishonour 
which our clergy inflict on us ,  But we have no fear that  we shal l  
be condemned by God, for he pronounces no judgment other than 
just; and the more a man is lorpressed by the injustice of men, the 
nearer t o  him is help from the justice of God, 103 

- 
lol Gustav Storm, in his preface to  his edition of En Tale Mod Uiskoperne 

(Christiania, 1885) , pp. ix f f .  
102 Speech Against the Bishocs, 9 2 6 0 .  

(To B e  C o ~ t i ~ u e d )  R. E, Honsey 



The Fre s&y:erian Guardian for Augvs t , $961, Lr  der the heading "Missouri Synod Luth- 
eraris; Raise D z c t r i ~ ~ a l  Issues " , carries a full two-page: repormslp, the State of the Church 
Conference held by Missouri Synod Lutherans a t  Milwaukee l a s t  M a y ,  The report was  
written by the Rev. Carl 1. Reitsma of Cedar Grove, Wisconsin. me Presbyterian Guard- 
4.a is &he cbcrch sager  of the Orthodox Presbyteriars , a group orgacized under the 
P 

leadership of Dr. j. Gresharn Machen, who a ge?rrdtxor. ago left ?rinceton Seminary and 
the Pre sbyteriac Church when i t  became clear that rhe M:~derr.ism, which had infiltrated 
his  church and seminar?, could not b s  eradicated. Tbe Orthodox Pr~sbyter ian  Church 
f s noted for i:s cocservatsve and scholarly We atrni??~;ter Ther~lsgical S e ~ i r r a r y  a t  Phila- 
delphia, 

4 

Pastor Reitsma" rreaort covers ~ r e t t y  well the actia-a of the Free Conference. I t  
~ c c u r s  to tts t h : ~  the readers of the might like to  read some 
of the cernvc-ts of zhc visifscsr who was  n02"d L~;?heravs, 

Fdstor Reitsma" opening paragraph earned him d let ter of rebuke from a Guardian 
reader In the October i s s u e ,  who felt  that R e i t s m a  tiad written a s  though 'Yhreatened 
schism i s  cause  far exhilaration". The paragraph fo!lov\rs; 

I t  was l i k e  the exciting meeticgs thdt Ica to  t h e  formatmn s f  the 
0r"hodox Presbyterian Church w h ~ r ,  Y 00 aroused Missouri Synod 
Lutherans met in Milwaukee" elegant Schroeder E-I~tel in  mid- 
Msy tc, d i scuss  and denounce Modergism i ~ ,  their awn church. 
S i x e  ir2dividual action for t h e  l a s t  ttetrli yehrs apparen+.ly had 
failed t o  restore doctrinal purity in  the seminaries , publications, 
and yocth organizations, this  unofficial rneetirg was  arranged to  
mobilize conservatives in the church, 12: called i"cclf the "State 
of the Church Conference, " There were some faymen present,  
but the majority were pastors,  

In. maki?"g his report and comments, thrs Fresbyterian minister recognizes that there 
are some vital d o c t r i ~ a l  differences between C a l v i n ~ s t s  and Lutherans, that  the Lutherans 
"da no: agree on Double Predestinatiw 2nd s3rnr- sther things, " But he is gratified t o  
s e e  "chat there are  o thers  "who have the courage to  sa-/ xhdt what a <-an believes makes 
a difference, " He felt  that  the "essayis ts  p re se r~ t~ .d  thirteen excellent papers on 
Scripture , The  Church, The Ecumenical Moveme :.r , ' and Education, " and that 
"there cap be no d ~ b t  a s  t o  the seriousness of the> sltudtif2n0 It Is no wonder that 
Bible-believers i.n. the Missouri Synod are w.nrric.d 5box-t whst looks like a spreading 
moderxli~t takee-over in their church, " 

A s  evider.ce of th i s ,  Reitsma cited the fact  thnr. Miazouri "ac:r%odicals and theologians 
speak a p p r o ~ i ~ g l y  of Bonhoeffer, Tillich, Bar?4;, B~:l"_man-;~; t h ~ t  M a r t h  Marty, a Missouri 
minister, is an  associate editor of the Chriatisri Cs,-,t~-r-, " s re  sf America's most out- 
spoken liberal religious Journals";  that at Vaia;;ardiri> fi, Richrd  N'iebuhr delivered the 
third Cer~teutnial lecture in  which h e  warned agkl~ast: "p,~ t t h y  ZUP confidence in churches , 
dcctrines , sad 3~b lw I ' (emphasis by Reitsma) ; th;i: ire 33ar-d af Missions of Missouri 
Syricd ~ ~ t a i r . e d  membership in the Home M i s ~ i z : . ~  Divisior of the National Council of 
Ch c,r rc he s 



T s t n r  Rei~srn~fi devoted cor ~ 4 d e ~ i t d s  s;accl: t~ " Sc5ariema:1ti controversy", and 
after quoti-g a: some Iwg th  fr;n! C : o  s ~ h ~ r . i .  E Z S ~ S - S  he :nade this judgment: 
"Whether cr  ~ o t  +.be sl;cxL;.v it7, rhc! Mi:-:sce;ri Syy.od is ss :erlous as the delegates to  
this cu~:fcre~:ce sc-.eneo 5.7- f!",J-Tis 11 11 the ::c- ~ T z % ~ . n e n t s  by Dro Scharlemann are bad. 
The Bible r s  EPS; x e d  < ~ r ? d  Lner.l>:.l*: :ll?r b e m u  st; I. r e g ~ d  it ss tuue , b u t  simply because 
God is its A Z ~ I . ~ ~ - ,  I '  

., In S U - T T I ~ . X ; Z ~ ~ , C J  !he d2zer; YEI:o:u~~,J::: 13f @ ~:ifere~:ce,  r"acV-~ .. -\r Reitsma pointed 
out that: I' the R E V ,  Dr,  Z k : e  L 3 ;  S o  I ~ F ~ T ~ - z ~ : J E , ~ ,  SJC ,'Pal SCE:;C~ " ~ c h e r  a t  Concordia 

-- 
Teachers i" - : i l ~ g t  , 21 V C : ~  L ::rc:sf-, 111, , derc:a_red tk i~t  the confercxe w-9s making i tself  
vulnerable s:. .-. 2 mar j fwc);* t;i :l-.l.3!. rhe a l  t x r n ? * : r t x x  ~ : 2 t t l " ! e  f ~ r  the auzhority sf Scrip- 
ture rn~ghil be !::st, ' T R t  a:rc:l.,i2r: : T 2k31 w e ,  '' kc [s8ic!, vv'e are obscuring the main 
challenge' ,  TEST C ~ ~ ~ ~ F ' T E . > . C E -  11 h-!w~ver ,  ec? C''-CVT tPGs advice ar,d unfortunately, I 
t h i n k ,  3ct i",aeif b~ a r i w ~ - ~  ii cr3\ 5 ide kg. S U L S ,  I f  

The p,i;;k;;-~n rhtr S:,:~:F i,~f 1:he c:P:. , .~c:~ C : ~ I ~ f e ~ r ~ l ' ? ~ ~  ta& 1: its resolPitims on prayer 
fellowzk$,=i gcoiied ~ 5 2  -- -7"'- A .% g 2-,o I-':2 : t ~ r  Rc: : : :s i~2 -;l Xe  ~e;.~srtc~::d t h e  F ree  C ~ n f e r e n c e  re s o h -  
t f a ~  which P . ; ~ K E * ~  JS s d ~ ,  - V , , ~ i ~ t a  '"kLe- ;"lc:oi3g y c~f TE~%sws!-~-,~P" 6 1-5t.e merit arid then in 
questionk?g the delegaic :: (:?:-I tj",~ise p ~ k - ~ t i ,  he S T ; ~ ~ E S T  

I d i s c i  vered thnt  i f  w:js tI7ci-k G O Y Z V H C ~ ~ O E  that L u t h ~ r a r . ~  c ~ ) u l d  not 
ii-: gcrid co,-scle r!ce -;przt-y ~ ~ l t t :  '~3r~- 'E:~therans.  IY~rt.tlermare, 1 was  
5z;l.l-p-ised tip IESYT' t'k-zi-. -th15 l e ~  ~ , 4  reg3r~5less of wkietker the nzorl- 
L u t h e r a n  be a r a r k  moder2is.t ar d t ruly devout Evangef icaL, T h e  
degree of 'ft"ec~-ri^3@;0~\,-" 3eerr,~ tQ make n9 d i f f e r e ~ c e ,  A.x i  f i ~ m l l y ,  
whLe rhis ir,s!s.canc~ o~ -,-,a fealamrshlp 'i~iftks, nan-l~~<rier-a-zs forbids 
church fs_llawsk:p a t  a i l ~ ~ s  forb~dcd informal y a y e r  fellowship between 

- =  

members <of Li:.-herdr a ~ d  n o r - L u 9 e r a r i  ahi~rches, T k r e  6re dif- 
%ere;g/-,~2s of 35f?i3? 3~ t h ~  ~ r a c t i c a i  a;>3lication of these pria7- 
c ibles  to actua! life sit1ls3t~~rs, ~ L P  1 se-ised that this is an import- 
ant and e m ~ t i ~ x - f i l l e d  -ks;ue, T h e s e  men wGre cmvinced that  
prayer is only yroper arnmlq thlnae of full doctrinal agreement, 

WhEie Fastof Rtli ;,-I Y i a  dr:e~ KC?-t 8gree* - ~ L T ? ~  i13 L P ~ ~ ~ Y . : -  ~ 3 ~ t d i ; ~ g  3 f  the State ~f the 
Church Csnfere;;ce re solutlc~:; regardzng prayer f e i l sw- sk i s  " h o ~ i r ~ g  th& Orthodox 
Presbyterians wo~Td re T.le c- t ;uck ;;arrow dc Y I ~ ~ P F ~ T ~ Q _ ~ , ~ I  r e s t r i~x io r s  upon prayer fellow- 
ship @ " he 6;:~; ,. ac k i : ~ ~ ~ ! e c g ~  dlrLC1* ~rld:zcr~~rni:~a:-e praje-r f~llow-sh4:~ raises some real 

3 ,  , C cor,fessior al gr::ble.ns- azld i e ld  s tx~s i : 9  rn s:.~_cc::L~Y- :: where r_he cruth is compromised 
and denied, Ee d a ~ e  s nox f15ss fr-ff this J J Y ~ I ~ ~ E  vvixk- 2 few a.?try remark; about "What 
Sophie Mighr 'T:i:.&, " f , cia: i.?g th i s  - a r t  of h i s  rertx-5, E33scsr Rei."-sma thsughtful!y 
confesae s to k:s t-esdr,~;:: 

It Cite 5 ; x e m  tI> UIE ".fit. we need TO O T ; L ~ ~ + G ; S ~ ; ~ E ~  133re t h a ~  we have 
- 3 that ,ra-;er 12 rj-iv;l.ege tl-:(lr ~ei,>--g;;  to C? -i r t  - A '  L ~ d : : ~  ~ ~ O C E = ,  The 

mi2?,fc1ttrlr i;r f ~ ; r r ~ . t - i q ~ .  c?'alhkd i l ~ = ; , ~ i  kb3 take his turr vfith the local  
r -~bbi  a.-.d 5r. ic,kk t~ 1~-;2d ax 2 ,  :,A, c;~:e::Q~g d ~ v o t ~ ~ c ~ : ,  %PI- t o  lead 
drr prziy-er d t c iv iLc f ~ . ~ , c  ti3:" s , W'r:c?:- sbc f? puSf fc grou;s c ~ f  uncom- 
m ; r ~ ~ d  ner. a~?,d  vtrsrnpn are ie-?d I;; j-;I-ayer by u s  , notwithstanding 
t h e  dubi .13~~~ pr~ed-~fce *3f "?re -3ch:~y in ozr prayer,  " we ccic.r!o"r, 
avsid l e s - r % ~ i g  the In;:~zsio~d : b ~ f  God is a? fr:.endly terms with 
ever-jbsd-~ :-i:? rna.+-,i.c2r wh3: h i s  Sra?ld r ~ f  rekigian m i g h t  be -:. 



W e  hope %bar Fa% tc2r Reitsrn.3'~ recxest v\rill be give C:.E ~ 1 3 ~ ~  co;;~iderafion by the 
F r e ~ b - ~ t e r i a ~  G-ard:&z edircxs. Or ly  g c d  can c3me i f  a!! Ckr::: t isi-1s wi l l  study the 
answers to this  p r o b l ~ m ,  as gi.ven la? the Holy Scri:~:sres, F " 7 - 3 f 0  Schuetzess  discussion 
of this  ir! t h ~  Nor;hw~ s i e r ~  L ~ r ~ h e r a ~  3 f  Oct. 2 2 cr :C foilow;:,g i z ~ u e  s , arrd reprinted in  
this  ;.-kiinber of tke LuC,".e Qt~z_uterIk> i P VIJF:.: worfjl' c:irefu1 x'erzsal, 

W e  ~ U O X E  23: t7r Reitsnt5' 5 concldi~g paragrsrk i r  fuZE, It  cobid we51 be pondered 
not 0 ~ 1 ; ~  bp. a?% wli"mbers e ' ~ f  the L~,.f,heran Chzrckr - Mi ;:;?:)riri 37--:..d. but. all of us Lutherans , 
fcr it is ~v"lde.!.-y w r i t k n  by d msn who kiss rtot zrlb- had great res-zect for the sound 
poshtior; of the Misl ;curi  Synad in y e x s  past bur b, a mixt  \ ~ d h o  h,s a l s ~ ,  through per- 
s o x 1  experience, seeE hew an otherwise fairly 6z~rth12azx grou12 can quickly deteriorate 
i f  Modernism is?,$ il  tr&e s its Seadership:: 

After -!rciaplti_eg the resolutio~?..s, the Co.c!~lt,ie- ce rnee,r-,ir,ga came to 
theiu c ! ~ c ? s ~ ,  The picture p r e s e n t ~ ~ d  %s d a r k p  fr-cgh:~.~ i ~ g  3rd ail  

0 I -  too fami.if13r, Wkat will the Mis.;cx..rn 5%; -ad  ( 7 ; ~  i r  t1-1.e days dhead? 
Wiil i~ 4ea.r~- 21 live wwi-ch Modernism,  reduce :he t,ra:e gospel to an 
alterftalxve withm the denomlPiatl..ca~, allow the su th7rr t )  of God's 
Word ts be debatable'? Or wilt it ins i s tor ;  nrthactcxy, 3ccept the 
spprro'r,rlum it i-mvolve~ and contisue i r z  t h e  fir;<: of Dr, Walther and 
Dr, M ~ i e r  ? Obedience requires xhat those m-hn 4ave t h e  Lcrd bear 
t h e  stigma af "~bsc~ra~.'.tisrn" as vrdl  a:? the, ~narty-r-fire, 

The same i s sue  of the - .r a?sa repaxx ss.2. the r e s o l u t i o ~ s  of the 
Wiscansis; Eva~tgeTic31, L~~-tl?,erars S y n ~ d  and  sur Ev2/~gt~lical LiA.ther2n Sy~.sd with regard 
to  fellowship with the Ll~lheran Church - Missol*rE S;--i~d. krncrig other things,  this  
repor: calls attention to the fact that the ELS r e s o i i ~ r ~ n ; ; ~  smte th3t "gross error, public- 
iy  promulyared, goe;; -g;tb:icly u~repudia ted"  I-. the L~iheran C'r-~rch - Missouri Synod. 

S'TkTEMjZMT GIT THE UxI{)?< C:(-JMMI'T'TI.L: 

AS I'3 THE MISSOURI Sk'NQLl'S MEi-T'i'lNC4 WITH 

What is i?r.voj vcd is this ~ a t t e r ?  I t  i s  vc,: fl-c: 1 %  19f wbe rLer or not 0p.e should 
m e e t  with those (>bitside 3qeds O V \ T ~  fTe110~~7~ITip i.., e~_vder r 1 :E ~ " f - f  f 9  the truth,  where 
one feels such testil^rt?ny c a r  and should be gPa~.c j p  eiccc>rc;;r-ce with I Feter 3 ~ 1 5 ,  
". . . axd  he r eady  2lway-s to givr: ari a t r ~ w e r  ti'? every ma-.: r3kctk.z you a reason of 
the hope that  Is i.t?_ you with meek~ess and fear. " l t  is -?at t h e  i ~ s u e  of whether or 
not one should meet with the NLG in -order tt? d7, S C U S ~  de-rctr in~,  I3Qr is it the i s sue  of 
whether or  rsot such meetings sho7ald be cpeced w i ~ h  :*raypro tho-~gh we sf course do not 
agree n71th rt?_cr; Missouri officials that the ~ ~ C S L  i ha t  -c>rd ~:t .e:  w ~ t h  heterodox Lutherans 
to discuss doctrine gives you the right to Fiay bogether, Tke real i s sue  in  these NLC 
meetings, so far  a s  WE are cta_n.cerr-,ed, i s  that thp Dcctri!:al Committee of the Missouri 
Synod should meet with the NLG AT 'L"HiS TIME to discuss WHATGHEY ARE DISCUSSING. 



We 3re I.-2debt~d to ~J~-A~-g~-~,~&i~j:fi~<;~~ for rublishing i~ the March and April 
issues for i959, the ::)!':"i~al cc~r:e:~:qr.dence be-kwee.~ Dr, E'al~l C, Empie cf the NLC, 

7' a ~ d  Cr,  y ,  VV, dei..-;.]tc lz ~f Mi: :;:?~-ri S ~:3d , ?3 tkB s whole ~ a t ~ e r ,  

4 1  i s  .,at :-.ec.e:;:;sri !tc:re :(? go YX-~. detail a2 to k3vr rhe &iLG is:v;tatio~ was  f i r s t  
declized b:: t h ~  M.2. Gc3ctrir-eii Conmittee thrnugkt Dr, Be'nnkc*r, and later accepted,  
although i t  w i l l  'rove ir:t~-res ting tc t h w e  who take the trouble to  read these letters.  
The purpose of ti? is zres~~-.t.;;:63:: will b~ ac:lrved s i 2 ~ l y  by ?cintxng ouz first the reason 
for these m e ~ " _ n g s ,  m a  6 h e ~  ; ~ . c ~ r i d l f -  to [ivhat extes t  d ~ c t r d r ~ e  V Y ~  ta be d iscussed ,  
Er, Empie  wrote I- h i s  i:-.::-.a1 le:?1?~:~ t o  Dr, 2Jer;:-k-,e~, Be "ber 6 ,  195 3, a s  follows: 
" m u  wl!l _rDrp tkm;",tE2~l ~ r . 3  c s c d  m e  rlrg r s  descx-?bed a s  " X  p i~ ra to ry '  a ~ d  I s  to  be con- 
vened to s~wd:~- Fre;xw.c ct3--i-;\,I;E-:ratEve relatix.? h w  arno?g LC:-i.'i._e,raxs i~ America and the 

'rossibili"' of extendin.g them, t i  I ?  a-r.swcl.r ro Dr, Eehr,ke.ik letter of March 6 ,  1959, 
regard1 :g the matter of d~~t , r i t>i3k discu ~ s l " _ ) n  i~ such .nesr,hgs,  Dr ,  Ernsie in his le t ter  
of Msrck 2 3 ,  1959 ,  re1:lied:: " l i~  r e  ply r.0 your direact cucs"cc?n, which sFpears to  indicate 
the condlr,ion:$ refert-ec;! 1.3 abzv~ ,  , I€:: u s  s:,s:rre yau that  we contiaue a s  r e c s g ~ i z e  a s  
a n  impl ic i t  element er: a),:ch ex~A~x~r,c:r;i c r ~ c v e r ~ a t i : ~ - s  the r a ~ i g g  i,r,ti;a accourlt of the 
theologicuai basis uso f .  wbicf-a ~ i l c ' n  cc-spera:ive activiraes have been carried on in the 
past  and up02 which i t  ma;. be pr.=apr,s~d TQ exteu;d them i n  time and number. Being an 
agency rather chap a church., t h e  C'crzccii cacnot engage in discussions izlvolving church 
fellawship I n  the f~1lle:"r of the term;, tzziwevcr, it-, most certainly can  and will 
examine with y;7u the doctrinal i.rxlplic~tisr.s of ccopera-tion be"r,weeas. Christians. We 
believe tha twi th  God % ble ssii;g such df scus s icns  would be mutually helpful, " 

From the above i t  becomes clear that the d;scussions with the NLC were to  center 
around p r e s e ~ t  cooperative ~ ~ d e a v o r s  with a view to expanding them, The "theological 
basis" , the "d~c"r_riral irnplicatiorr(.,", of such cooper at is^. were t o  be considered, M a t  
doctrines would thi .: invslve? What dac t r i~es  would they be discussing? No doubt 
m a n y  doctrines might cmne i n t o  cor:; ideratie~, but chief!y the doctrine of Chwch Fellow- 
ship,  

Novv a t  t he  same time -that the Missa;auvi D;?ctr"eal Committee w a s  arranging to  attend 
and to participate in  sbc't? rnee'_i:-lgs with the N L C ,  the Jsain-t Doctrinal Committees of 
the Syrodical @o~,ference, h a v i ~ g  so hap-,raE3y ,-?me to  agreemen: on statements on Scrip- 
ture,  Anti-Chris(, 2f-d bdsiedly 2 4 5 ~ 1  a:? ,;~;;:IEcstio;y:, were in  t h e  midst of a deep and 
serious disagreerner~x 07 t h e  clrctricc- .pf C'-crcb 1 ' e a l ~ ~ w ~ h i - p ~  A;2d so we had this strange 
situatioa that while thee E.;tur dsc5ri\-,ai ccw-n%ttcec, of the s y - ~ s d s  s f  t h e  Sy~mdical Con- 
ference were ezgdged J n  -si\:'113t was dZre;-id~~- kkt?,e? shapijfg up ds a life or death struggle 
i r ~  the Sy...edical C ~ ~ - i f e r e E  :)Y:c :~f :,be fcscr i - l i h r r n ~ d  the others, fervent pieas from the 
other three cc3n?r?~t:e~-a v~;t-~t;;tk~ L 3~C?:!f14  ha: rhc-.;- V ~ T C J : ~  g airig ;o meer with the NLG and 
d iscuss  tbi;. very (?~c!-c~:.I; of C;  :xch i'ejI01r~;j!:1p Wii.h !kern, 

w e  of khe ELS c~>~rrv t l t ' ' .~e~  f ~ j : ,  Ihr3rl tk i s  3@:ixs 01. the p a r t o f  t k  Misssrrri Doctrinal 
Committee wdi? a vi3hatiol-. ;=.f - L o -  t; ? cf Sf-ae kas i s  of agreemc,-,~~t fL~r the ToirLt Docrrinal 
Corr:mlr. tee ~neer;.r.g:.; , which al l  fc~a,i- cr.rl.~mE~tet=.s had agreed, ~a rne ly :  "That we declare 
our ~ivil!i:,g-.e<.s w-ftktr>z:t ~ q ~ f v o c a : f 2 ~  3: d evd-+ i~ )~ : .  to ct~rne $0 g rips with all the i s sues  
that I L ~ V E  drf ~6 ~7 between 1.7:s . " 1:) v $ e ~ \ /  :=f shdi-;: and seriaus differences in  the Joint 
Corr~mittee; of the S 1 ~ ~ ~ ~ d i c ~ 1  C ' : . : I . ~ - : C  0 - r -  :he. df:c-triu?e c f  C h ~ r c h  Feiiowship, we could 

ot see how the MJ:iz:>uri @';:r2m,i~:~_ef:'c: i i cz lc i  irL n e a i n g  -v17i~h +he NL@ to discuss  a t  
hss time that  very doctrirLe w7s2 ig h;mnct.-f vii-h tl-reir agreemev.,t with u s  "to come t o  
rfl-s with all ?-be i , s s ta~s  thl-lt hxve arise;. b t ; tw~eg  -us, 

15, 



I -  rcl;f?~ting thic tc 3ur S:-ni3d ar i t s  1960 cr>;vs.rti-~~ \/\re i i z red  it as  one of the 
reasors  m7h5 ~ r ; ~  fe!: that WE should ;G l o -g t r  ;ar:;c ir;:lte 1 1  --I:E- $sir: Dcctriral  Com- 
pittee mee r. *q- 5. O:r $yri(~d agreee wv\ih uc- anc! , f silnv:id?y 9 t m c ~  grocedure , pre sented 
the marter t:) the 1960 jyr-odic81 C ~ ~ ~ F I E C C C ;  cor:ve3-I-L;c*:, 71~30I::g 1 ~ 1 t h  them to seek t o  
g e t  r h ~  Mis.;.3ur-i Et~c:ri-~31 Cornmi-tee tt? rerntxe tkA; c~hsziclt? :? 'ur:kr meetings. A t  
the I ~ C P  i s ~ d  CO;,LVC~I:;?L in Ma--, 1961, the Sy,~l;'dic!ai C ' c ~ t  i c  r e ~ c - e  delegates  voted by 
a l s rge  q3iarity i.71 fav;?r f ~ f  a re. S C I ~ G ~ ~ O - ~  w h l ~ h  a<,;(t:d, am 3 - k g  f : ~ t k i ~ ~ r  i'r lrlgs, that  Missouri 
should refr;iiri from such a3 activity. T3 d a : ~  tt.e t i : - 1 . -  of!ici=l~ resFsrsa from the Mis-  
s ~ u r i  s-t;rlaa F7sb kpen a 1et-r f r c m  Dr, 33 hi~:k€~'irr '2 '17- r V~CF--; :Y~-\-  s;de Y~ t, , Fsstor ju l ian 
Ar-der:~07, si3:i- g  hat the Mis;ouri Docirineil C ~ ~ I " L I - : ~ E F .  IKTE C ~ S  to go ahead and attend 
a third 3eeY~r.g w , ~ h  th t  NLC:, scheduled 2rior rc? rhcl S-,-v-.~dic a i  Cor~ic-rence recessed 
c r>yja';ivc xif i ; ~  r, . 

f ram whdt  ha? heen srated above r ~ g  a rd~nq  : i ~ r  cc t C:ICI/~-  if: :he Missouri Doctrinal ' 
C : , g ~ i  tteer 5 meerlng 5 with t h e  NLC , it s i -o~ld  he c - v ~ b e ~ t  al;c> v\,h*g we ~f the ELC Com- 
mittee could ~t see our way c lea r  to ~ C C E ~ ?  : h ~  k r - ~ i ~ ? ~ i o n  r::f : h ~  M ~ ~ S O U T ;  Committee to 
come alarig wirh tkckrn in these m r e  tiqgs. Hsci wr b c  ti $5-i t~3d2c;l! C ~ g f e r e n c e  been agreed 
and united k _ n  t he  docxrire cf GI-iurch F e i l a w s h i p ,  i t  vvot:ld have beer1 a different matter, 
but t o  trri:~,rfer cur disagreements in  thCs doctrizo, wkick-i g o  iar deeper  than the matter 
of prayer at intersyr.odic31 doctrinal meetings,  iwrn t h e  ->rivacy of the S;inodical Confer- 
ence doctrinal meetings to the arena of the KLC W J L ~ ? ~  have S e e r  folly indeed.  

CIA bc-+b!f af t_he ELS Dcxtrinal Committee 

October 2 4 ,  !96! T ~ c c d c r r e  Aaberg 

G 7 

T h e  fall 2 961 Semj-3.ary I\Tew;letter, ar  al;lxlK au! l .~ r l -  publisped i n  the interest  of 
Cc::c,rdid Sc:?ipsr~, St, Louis, carr;id the fo!lnw I-g a r t i c ! ~  wit17 this hezding: "How 
Clear Is C~-E 3r? '' 

i/ar i 212s ::~Q,':%E; m 2 y  take i s sue  wif '^_ :m!'ortsu": d 3C''!..ltr_~'rlb? -==- e sge- 
c i ~ ! i y  t h c z c  of s t h e ~ l ~ g i c t s l  ~ati;rc -- 5-,- cr;.:icilirg lack 

* - 
nf cia-ity T F > i s  was s l so  the excc-ri~.vce ?I L>r, ? :J? .- H, C . Fritz,  
te~rrnc- de?irf T P ~  s t ~ d e ~ t s  at C~~cc:~rCZia 3.cnE7- 3 ~ - -  3 sr G 23:: t L c ~ j s  He 
way 9'ce ~ 3 ~ a u c I : l n g  a public h e d r i r g  Ir J', Lc*c!-- t h e  *Cpmgn 
= =---- -=..---- A diss idents  jr-ci 5 ted that. t h e  dr3,e'~:cn~"n~ became 
c i ~ a :  -3-1.- after much e x ~ l a n a t i c n ,  I:J=,~, I'riqz, i,Fr-:r:ghr 'hat the 
la7g:-age- was clear  a s  it stood.  Af ':er 5 r.r% ? ? g ~ d  d ~=:c:i.;si37 i? 
\l\shic,h ii fc--w insisted t b a t  t h e  cc~rni:tee r ~ d r a f t  the d ~ c u r n e n t  and 
speak rn:>rP c l~ar l , ,  Dr. Fritz s u d d ~ ~ ! ; -  (3pe.t-c! i b ~ .  rii'zlc a-id read 
f'ron? it:e 18th ch2;>ter of St, Liike where re;,:- ::;,:?;rx kc-: H i s  dis- 
cirlc i: "nehcld we go tip TO Jeri;;-ji&n ai \d  31: +.b+rsy:: "h-ii 3re 
~hir,tti- 5 by t h e  3ro-hets c o ~ c e r n i r g  the St):- ,,f Ma11 ik 2 I I  be 
accnrn;~;il j~hc~. I'or He shall be  de l ivc~red  :,irTc the C&---!ies and 
::hall be macked and spitefully b ~ ' t r c ~ 3 C ~ d  :I-TC! i i ~ . l t  L L ~ ~ : ~ ( :  ar!d they 
s h - j l l  Sce:ii-lrgi.. Him acd put Him tc dedrh; ~d :he ?Fire! day He 



s'i-3.1: r ise  sgaizl, " 

"Is t5a t  c lea r?  " asked Dr, Fritz I-r his osen  and s t e m  manner, 
u@er4--3n7 y o  "Of c ~ L ~ ~ s E " ,  zevcral answered,  

-1 ;he-: after  l o s ~ i n g  d r  b i s  critic: through his sh3ggy eyebrows 
for a m o m e r t  be cor t inbed t o  read,  " A R ~  they ( t h e  disci?les)  
rrnderstood Kore of these  things.  " 

Such ar, ar t i c le ,  cornl~g frgm a semir;ary whlch has had a s  i t s  presidents theologian: 
such  a s  Wa!ckLer, Sieper,  a ~ d  the elder Pd€r.bri.nger, "though i t  make the unskillful laugh 
cartnot but make t h e  judicious grieve.  " I ts  purpose we hope is not t o  discredi t  Dean 
Fr i tz ,  afid o2e would certai_r.lv l ike  tlr, k y . 9 ~  more about the  cogtext  i n  which the Dean 
w a s  sa id  t o  have made the st-lternent, He was rQo gcrod a Bible theologian t o  equate  an 
intel lectu3l ~;r~der;tar!ding 13 a humail  d o c u n e ~ t  with t h e  spiri tual  understanding of the  
Gospel. 

Sir:ce the 3rt;cle ca- hardly :as for a bir of merr izent ,  one wonders why i t  w a s  
published at  ail ir, il?e Se!nrr.ar; New:;hz*c~& ITS purpose s t e m s  tc be tha t  of inculcating 
an a i r  of condescendlr,g but sl ightly impatient  tolerarlce for " a  few d i ss iden ts"  who take 
i s s u e  -with importa:lt thenlogical documents "by cri t icizing thei r  lack of clari ty.  " I 

It is i ~ d e e d  trite t h a t  there is suck a t k h g  as  cnneccssar-y, carping criticism; and 
everyo le  of u s  must be careful t o  avcid makifig such cri t icism which may come merely 
f r ~ m  personal animus. Bi i t  the hoces t  des i re  for c lar i ty  certainly should not be dismissed 
in  such a caval ier  marner as this ar t ic le  does .  Could i t  be tha t  St .  Louis is sl ightly 
irked by some s f  the ~ o i n t e d  and pers is tect  quest ions  that  have continued t o  be  asked  
about the  l a s t  two important documer.tr; t h a t  have come out  of St .  Louis ,  namely, the 
Fellowship Statement,  Part 11, and the faculty statement on "The Farm and Function of 
Scripture " ? 

At afiy ra te ,  i t  would be  wel l  for u s  a l l  to laok at the res t  of the verse  which Dean 
Fritz is p u r p ~ r t e d  t o  have quored: " A E ~  :his saying w a s  hid f ron them; neither knew they 
the things which were s p c k e ~ .  " T h i ~  passage has much for u s  t o  thir.k about today,  for 
we note how desperate ly  difficult i t  is for all s f  u s  to disengdge our thoughts from the 
kingdom of earrhip glor ies .  TI-e pull of the Ecumecical Movement, with i t s  emphasis 
on the outward vis ible  ur,ity of the  church,  and our des i re  to make our impact felt upon 
the world arourld u s ,  car ,  have 5 ~ m e  dev3stat ing effects  or, our theology. 

Mare helpfu: for u s  would have been for the Seminary Nex~sl t . txer  to quote a former 
reat  teacher  at St ,  L o u i s ,  Dr. Gecrge S:~-;\eckk~ard~, who had this  commerjt on Luke 18, 
4: "Diest- Reds war d m  Jfl~.ger:? Jesu verbcrge,n. Fle isch und .Nut kann und mag d a s  
ort vom Kreuz c i c h t  lassf-9, G o ~ t  sel.b-;t muss e s  U - ~ s  caffer~baren, " (3iblische Geschichte 

B ,  W, Teigen 
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: 3 NEWS ANT) COMMENTS 
I 

The Lutheran, fsm:ly paper of the ULCA, c,::llir.ec' a cornmerit of ixterest  to  our --- 
r ~ a d e r  i c  i r s  ZV~vemb~r b B  1961 issue, Its editor, G o  F ~ C O T  R~zf i . ,  2fter expressing sur- 
prise r h a t  i k e  Wiscorsir. Synod had applied Romms 16: 17-18 to the Missouri Synod, 
stated: "The iro-,ii point, of ccurse ,  is that Missouri Sy-;od Lutherans for many years 
used these w.srds of St.  Paul t o  explain why they could r o t  associare  with most other 

I Lutherar; -!,2 Ame:ic2. Gradually, though, they k 2 v e  emrrged from this  self-satisfac- 
t ion .  . . What has h a p y ~ w d  is thar the Missouri Lc~kerans  have been c0mir.g out of 
smug secur;ty O I - T ~  the world stage of ideas  and inf!uerces whlch beat down upon most 
thoughtful -p?l;le s f  each new geriod. " (p. 50) Dr, RviZ would s ~ e r n i ~ g l y  like to  leave 
hi; reiiders w:th t4.e i m p r e s s i ~ n  that there are nc dsctrizal  ~roblerns  in xhe Lutheran 
C?~u-rcl? in America sr=d that  all church problems are sociological. Or:e need not com- 
meet or  the q c o t s ~ i o r ~ ,  for it s ~ e a k s  for i tself ,  N.nr di, ?arish pastors need any comment 
or! t h e  wide rar?ge ~f doctrine and sract jce  pre;e~.t ir .  the Liirt?e.ra? Church ic America 
T od a?*- . 

GER 
&****************** 

The Nsvember, 1961 of the CEC contai:;ed the parochial s ta t is-  
t ics of that  body, l i s t i l g  pastors ,  teachers ,  ar,d ccrgregs:iar,s. 60 pastors and profes- 

* sors are cn its clergy roster. I2  addition rhere are 31 "cr.rn". 3 me- are  affiliated with 
the group, o re  of w h ~ m  is "crm". The CLC cocducts services at p laces ,  of which 
12 are affi!iated, 9 of these are members of multiple gar iskes ,  It  also c ~ n d u c t s  7 Chris- 
t i a ~  D3y Schoolr . 3 parishes have 2 pastors. 

GE R 
**********.k**&**&*Q 

The ELS received several  criticisms in the Octaber , 1961 issue of the Psurnal of 
lTheolqy of the Church of the Lutheran Confessio:!~ (CLC). 'TWQ of t h e m  came from the 
pen of C .  Me Gullerud, formerly of the ELS, ar.d c o n c e r ~ e d  two resolutions passed by 
the ELS i r ~  its August, 1961 convention, 

The  f i r s t  criticism was: "History will record the fact that  the E, L, S .  d i d  not i n  
1961 reach a fii,ai decision on its membersh:? irl the S y r ~ c ' i c a l  Cnqference. " (p. 34) 
The writer evidently felt that the ELS sho11l.d have sim2l-y q ~ i t  the S3-~odica l  Conference 
and abando::ed the work of years.  How much more orderly, proper, and practical is 
the suggested dissolution contained in the GLS : G F Q ~ U ~ ~ O P S ,  wl-ich will prevent the m i s -  
use  of the of the Synodical Coriference a-d wl-.ich might salvage some of the work 
-- and sioulc -- of t k e  Synodical. Conf~rci^ ,ce ,  

F?.e s e c ~ n d  criticism is of a more serious x:-iitur~.~ I t  dealt with the  resolution of 
the recent ELS convention which advised pas:ors whc. hI2d r e s i g ~ e d  from the ELS and 
whase c ~ 2 g r ~ g a t i o r s  had sti l l  continued their members hi^ ::, to present their r e s i g ~ a t i o n s  
t~ their c3ngr~gat j . .>rs  so a s  to  give the congregati~-.  s?:? 3pportur;it-y to express itself on 
the & t . ~ i X i ~ ~ ? .  The folli;wing criticism i s  offer&: "It wcsld acgear from this resolution 
thclt :he E ,  L.  S, believes that when a pastor separates f ro3  the Sg-~cd Sor reasons of con- 
i c i e n c e ,  then this automatically removes the basii; or! w h x h  h is  ca l l  was  predicated. " 
(p. 3€!) T h e  writer then w e ~ t  on to enumerate the vahd r e a v x s  for which a pastor could 
be remo-j.ed f r ~ m  h i s  office by a congregation: fa1 se doctrine, ungodly l i fe ,  and wilful 
zeglect of castoral  duties.  Again, i t  would seem t h 3 i  the writer misread the resolution 

L 
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of: %he EES. 'The r e sc l z i t i o~  s a y s  cothirg  sbcu-t c o ~ g r e g a t i o n s  deposing thei r  pas tors .  
No cal1.s were terminated through this  resolu tio: xa-  were c o ~ g r e g a t i o n s  told to d o  so, 
The resoliition of the FL3 (Cf. Froceedings, psi. 90-91) dea l t  with specif ic  s i tuat ions  in  
which c o ~ g r e g a t l o n s  had c o n t i ~ u e d  their  rnernbsrckic ir.  t h e  ELS. Such acrion. would 
seem to iundicate that the coggregations were ic agreemect with .the ELS ar?d ~ o t  with 
their  yjastcrc; who had r e s i g ~ w d  from th2t body. Ore csu id  only imagine the  tension 
which vvouId exist in such a ca se .  Certaic1y such a sitzlaticm d a e s  place the  burden 
directly oz the pastor.  The ELS resolutio? ~ i q p l y  asked them to face  u p  to i t ,  it is 
a l s o  import3nt for TI-6 corigregatian to be given ol;zsrturlry t o  exs r e s s  i t s e l f ,  for i t  
a l s o  h a s  rights. These righi,s esr ls is t  of m2re 2 l -a~ jusr saying "yes"  to everything a 
pas tor  says. Ta  h ~ l d  such  3 position is xro revert to t h ~  positio? cf Grab3u in the old 
Buff&o Sycod. Our Sy?od a l s o  h a s  an ~ b l i g a t l o r  :o~uards 1:s congregations.  It is to 
a i d ,  t o  adv i se ,  ar-d to protect them as we]! a5 ~ k e  ::astors. That Is also a matter of 

.d 

cogscierrce for i t ,  for  a s  s Eederatim of cc?ngregalior,s - 3rd  no mnre - i t  is irlterested 
ir the welfare $3 all .its par ts ,  t h ~ ;  c o n g r e g ~ 1 a i ; ~  

GE R 

The P S o ~ t k ~ ~ ~ t e r r .  Lutkeran of the Wiscoc i i n  S:-r;od h s s  been publishing a s e r i e s  
of ar t ic les  on what is and what i s  not sinful. unionism, We quote here w i ~ h o u t  comvvient 
an  art icle by Prof. Armin Schuatze on certain phsses of th i s  problem. (The Northwestern 

I 
Lutheran, 3. 342 f i e )  

MAY TRAY A',P TABLE 

WI'FH PEOPLE NOT OF %HE WISCONSIN SYNOD'? 

This question h a s  a t  t imes been asked irL connection with the  presentation 
on the doctrirse of church or religious fellowship that  our Commission on Doc- 
trinal Matters used i n  thei r  d ixcus s io~ r s  i ~ .  the Jairit Union  Committees of the 
Synodical Conference. And no doubt it is a question that  is being asked  even  
more often now tha t  our Synod fel t  compelled t o  suspend i t s  fel lowship rela-- 
t ions with the  Lutheran Church -- Missouri Syncad. What ai?swer does  ScrSpt~re  
give t o  the  above c ~ e s t i o ~ ?  

Firs"r_ let: this  be s a d ,  There is YIO reaseF. Fgr a Chris t p l t ~ ~  t o  abmdori  prayer 
ar.d family devotion when others of a.norher f;iith are prescr.: with h i m  at h i s  
table .  I t  is his  home, and he  will  ;rroceed w-l:rk prayer arid devotion as he does  
when no guests a r t  p rese r t .  Nor 1s the Christ ian chlled u:Jon f i r s t  TO make a n  
annozlr:ceme~t t o  those  of another fai th that  they,  r ~ f  caursc, are excluded from 
h i s  fel lowship a t  that  time. When St .  PsiiL ~ ~ 2 s  i)(i b ~ a r d  sh ip  02 h i s  journel- 
to Rome, and a severe  storm threatened s h i ~ w r e c k ,  h e  encouraged the a thers  
o r  board .+hi;; t o  eat, and we read of h im:  "Alld when he had thus  spoken,  he 
t o ~ k  bread,  arid gave thanks to God in creserce of them all :  a r d  when he had 
broker, ix ,  he began t o  e a t "  (Acts  27:35). ?-'al;J d id  not hes i t a te  t o  pray in the 
presence af the heathen on board ship. I t  was a good tes t i rn~r iy ,  and s o  
wil! a l s o  our prayer and devstiola be .  

Circums t.jnces may bring you t o  the  tab!e cf t h ~ e  ?2ot of your fai th.  When 
;iou are a g u e i t  at  m o t h e r  person" t ab l e ,  ar,d he, s ~ e a k s  h i s  table  prayer in  
yclur Fresence,  you surely  will permit kim t o  d3 so without d is turbirg  him, 



eve8' 'ho~igi; % ;  i be 3--it y?d 3rc3 r,o! l o l - # r g  k i m  IF h i  i prayer, 

7kt . r~  ma:- --.is3 be :-.FijFce.; when  :. ou atrev,d d di-ntr, a i~-ir . : lu~t  at which 
/- pec;-?.e of mar;- flii:hs 3re rresert. b>rnetirne:- ~ o n % ; t : ~ ~ e s  i h d ~  drrarige such 

g i :h~r i - , . g i ,  i . k r ~ ~ g ] -  ?ii;g:ided plstl;,, will !--v+'F ,a l t h e  R o ~ . i * -  C'art13iic ?riest or 
Fr:jir:-:2-:- pai:3r t3 ~ p e 3 i (  8 t;3~:e ~ i i l y ~ . ~ ,  5c;-iq-~-- ._,,re daes  not absolutely 

fcrbjd prc7-€:-&ce at wzrship ir- which ;c?rr yrx:r ;cIf c;:. 33r ) >ir., Elisha did 
;lot :el: T<,23?ian t k - 3 ~  Re was c ; i nn i~~g  by ~ e . 1 - i ~ ~  ;resP::: 3: h r ~  K ~ X J ' S  s ide  in  the 
tpmple of t3t: rdal of S:,ria, Rlmmc: (cf. il K z : - ~ ~ ; -  f : iP,19).  H?wrver, you will 
have 13 hrt i r  s e r ~ l ~ g  u? s ~ c h  worsti:;; if you ierve ob.\ 3 ccrnnittee to make 
the ar rs~~gernents ,  5:3u will use  y3ur ir.i!~eyce TO crnvent siich -,raj-ers that  are 
;.q,t~.-..d~d to u:l!xe ~ e s p l e  oi varisus f a i t h s  ln wor.ihl::, 

G e t t i ~ g  at  :he Rod Q ~ c .  5 tlor- 

Wha+: 5c.e~. said ur ' 0  rinw d c ~ e s r ~ r ,  ~ ~ V \ I F V C I ,  1~31:: -;-".wer our question. 
We ~ T F  w 3 5 +  ;i:;k::cg wha: we rn3-~- do jc t b ~  JYXQ;;LXJ&, 5 3 7 1 ~  elsf or what he 
nay  da 1%- q7ir  srese-cp. We are 3skl:-g w h t 2 e r  WF; m3; :L&+Y- Frsy at table 
w-ith r3:7.iqp-eA who ~t .km.gs tcj a church body : ~ t  lr c,-ierls;;..-a! fellowship with 
u s ,  May WE- ac+.t3&3iy ag2ea.r with ~ u r  ~ r a ~ . i r y  befo?t the thmfie of God? 

Avoid Ferz,r;ters ~ : Y S ^ P , Y H  .;td 



Wharc A a u t  Private Perso-/la1 ReIaclfioi?r;hips t o  Others?  

Eux r_ow scrch a Sersor: from a'z erring ckurch body is  with you in  your hame,  
or j~o.c;z are ifi his  hame. From -pr;ur private c o r t a c t  w i t h  him you know that  he 
confesses  trust  in Christ  a i  h i5  3avi=>r from s ix ,  .t;h?~dt he  confesses  himself 
to the Scriptures, I t  is ap;art..x;f rhisr hna membership in, the f a l s e  church body 
is the resulr. of a s t i l l  weak f 2 i ~ h  w-hIch does  not fully understand the  serious- 
c e s s  of the errors ,  or i r i s  c?ear thar he actual ly  does  not share the  wrors a t  
a I n  this case y ~ u  have rnar?re. TCI go by "_an the confess ion of h l s  church 
membershir;; there ii; also ; i; *>;i\/r.l gersondl comfesslo~. before you, And s ince  
IIOW i~ your r1vat.e perso-.a1 re12t43:slabp to him public offense and confusion 
is not i_r:volved, you may well ask yourself: I s  thin yerkdps one of those  sf 
whom the Word of God &'_ is  ;.ow "Him t h t  is we& i:-1 t k e  fdith receive y e ,  but 
not to doubtful dis2;rucatioi s " (Rcjrn. 14 rl) ,? I s  tkis a smoking flax that  you 
are not to queulc]?? S ~ G S ,  I l t  :,our 5;rEvate rela"rio_rs where public offense i s  
not involved,  -ya,lu may $7 :.-he. b x n s  of a man% scorfessicsn recognize him a s  
a brother in Christ  wsth w h o 3  :,;OU III~:; :her: a l s ~  y~hr. iri -3rayer a z d  that  in- 
c ludes   tab!^ prayer, 

Nc2. a Set  s f  Rulea, but Guidisg 2rinciples 

We see then that S c r i ~ t u r e  does  not give ax? absolute  nor an absolute 
no a s  the answer  t o  ~ x r  q u e ~  tion, Armd i t  does  E Q ~  set up a detai led set of - 
rules  that  t e l l s  you exactl-,. z/vhat you m r ~ s i  do  u ~ d e r  every circumstance.  But 
i t  does  give the ;>rinci$es ",-at are to guide yr3u; it  does s a y  tha t  you are t o  
take note of the confessior.  of those who csme to  you and want t o  be  acknow- 
ledged a s  fellow C h r i s r ~ a c s .  i f  -that confess ion shows ",ern to be pers is tent  
e r r s r i s t s  , you a re  to avoid joi~~tt. expre, sfszons of fs i tk  with them, If that  con- 
fessiog. shows t h e m  t o  be brstklreE, in  some c a s e s  st111 weak brethren (and 
in private relat iozs a p ~ r s o n d l  co~gfession may reveal  him -to be that  in spi te  
of doubtful church c o n ~ e c t i o n s ) ,  you msy engage i n  joint express ions  of 
faith for your mutual er;courzgernent. 

ECUMENICAL NEWS 

Polish Lutherans Berj Csti-cl& 
Talks Planzed 

Warsaw --(LWFP-- L ~ t h ~ r a r  ~ h u r c h  ledders here re2udiated the suggestion in  a re- 
cen t  Roman Cathollc Fre s s report (niiuted ir Lutherar: Se :>.tineL) t h a t  the two c o r f e s  sions 
in Poland might be on the verge of enteririg upon a conmen exploration of Christ ian 
unity. 

Church council  officers of t h e  Ev3;sgeifcal C9urch CIP the Augsburg Confession i s sued  
a s t d t e m ~ n t  that  they are  "~~_r.aSle tc take seriously the ; ; rcser teffor ts  toward unity made 
by the ii0rna.r: Catkmiics" j . ~  th i s  country "as ls=g a s  the Romari Catholic Church h a s  not 
made gorad the damage it inflicted a n  our Church af ter  the r/\3ar, I' 

U ~ t i l  such  rest i tut ion is made, they s a i d ,  " the  a-tnss;here is not right for es tab-  
ishi:mg ecumenical  c o ~ t a c t s  a7.d c ~ r r v e r s a 5 i ; r "  ard  t hey  c a n o t  have confidence i n  the 
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The  s;acerne-t was- !.rr?rr:;2:ed b y  reports corcrri:ir,g 3 meeting last September of 
Lz~sh~raq  and Caf?clzc: c~urcln~er*:, 

Alzer t ke  ~ e s + - i c y  Dr, Z::gmun Michelis , a t h e ~ l o g i a q  who was  identified a s  the 
leader of Liici- era5 r~:~rese-. tatives,  was reporxed by a Catholic paper t o  have sa id ,  
among o:her thir:gs, that whije '1-e "msl-i-,logy cult" i n  the R ~ r n a n  Ch~lrch s t i l l  separates 
iz from .;'r-ite;-tar..s, the I d ~ t e r  "01:en UI justifiably 1 ~ j 1 ~ 0 r ~  M d r i ~ l s  role and this  should 
be rencdfed. " 

Svch co.nme:~t3 filled Eva;lgelic.;rl leaders with "ccl;cer*r; c u d  anxiety" , their 
staternert s a d ,  ;xing t h a ~  Dr, Micbelis dld sox h d v ~  3q*i>T aurhority to s ~ e a k  on behalf 
of h i s  Church and t b a t  h i s  views were "purel y l;eruor.alU . (From rhe .NLC News Bureau, 
11/14/61. ) 

k * * * x - * * x k * * * % k * * x k * * * x *  

The Norwegiar? C ~ U C C L ~  l a s t  May voted 14-9 ag3ir:s-t havi lg  even a corlsultative 
status in the W~r3d Council% sew @:camrnisr;ion a ~ d  Division of World Mission and Evan- 
gelism which  will t2ke over the f u ~ c t i o n s  of the IMC. 

Tke IMC assernblj sect 5 s-gecial g r e ~ - ! i ~ g  to the dissentiqg council "recalling with 
apprcci.tlor: the lcng i r ~ ~ c . c i a i . i ~ ~ r "  of the two organizatiofis and expressing the desire 
that their frater~xil  re la t io~shi i ;5  ma?- be rnai?t~c.e d o  

kt the W;r!d Cx::cl! ass~:n51-,-, when iciegratio? was finally sea led ,  four of the 
five delegates of t h e  ChLrrc"lf Norway were :)resent and voted fcr the proposal. After- 
ward, rhe; slid t'r3-c their Church had 5ot icstructed them how tc~ vote on the question. 

':he delc;gatczs .t,ro;ced regre: t h a ~  integra~ior.  would signalize withdrawal of the Nor- 
wegiar Mi.asin~-ar; CcGrc i i  front the official ecumenical correc t ions  i t  has  had for some 
years i2 the IMC. ;key exp-essed hope, however, that  ways would be found t o  keep 
ope1 :I~E ;ice ;l of cornmu-.icatlo*q with other Christ.i3y ag eVlcies . 

H: ~ j l  b p  . ~OC.:E:~FS c0 l r1- :~~~s i~g  t h e  Norwegi3r. ccurc i l  are Lutheran, but Lutherans 
were raryed o r  bc~th i i . d e j  :Q 'he integra:Ion debate ,  which ex:~rided over many months. 

Among the majc>r s9c lerie 3 , t h e  Xorweg i3.1 MIstsior.ary Snclety favored consulta- 
t s v ~  stawuus i.r the qevii W W C  cb~mrniss ion,  whi le  the N L " ) T C V C : ~ ~ ~ P  Eutherafi M 
the D;rrwegiar hf?ard r.f the i-!terratiopal Sar~t31 M i s s i r j ~  o ? ; ~ s e d  any rela 

N 0 c. q--:5-2f..Jr-d : 2 ::* rb c d b l  --- 

Russl,a_uz. hl:,;:r-; i r ,  iWCG 
--F__--- --- 

New D ~ P ~ ~ = - - ( N L C )  -- Delegates of the Norwegia:-1 Lutheran Church at the Third 
Assembly here of rhe Wc~rla Ccm?cil of Churches said they foresaw no strain on th 
GhurchC s t ies with t h e  WCC a s  ci result ~f the Iat-?ems acce3~rarce of the Russian 0 
dox Ghurch ~ n t a  mmernbersbi;i, 
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Wkile acknowledging that the dctlor! had been opposed in  some Norwegian Luth- 
eran quarters,  they s a d  such a positLon was r , o ~  shared by the Church" leadership in 
general. 

Recently the weekly of the Norwegiar? Home Miss ion,  For Fattig og Rig, advocated 
that the Church of Norway wlthdraw from the Wsrld Council i f  the Russian Orthodox 
Church was admitted. 

The paper not only attributed to  the Russian Church "peculiar theological views" 
but also accused it of b d n g  bowd by the powers in the Kremlin and of having taken the 
s ide of oppre.: c ~ o r ~ .  

I t  quoted a statementmade a number of years ago by the la te  Bishop Eivind Berg- A 

grav, a former W@C p e s i d e ~ t  2nd head of the Church of Norway: "In the Soviet Union 
there is a Church which has placed itself entirely a t  the service of the godless propa- 
ganda of the s t a t e ,  By OUT visits and by sharizg in  the fellowship of this Church, we 
are on the verge of treacheryo " 

The Russian Orthodox Church, by far the largest  of 23 applicants granted Wsrld 
Council membership at the assembly kere,  claims that i t  i s  completely free from govern- 
ment interference, I 

Archbishop Nikodirn Rostov, head of the office s f  Foreign Church Relations of the 
Moscow Patriarchate, said a t  an  assembly press ccnference following the Church's 
admission that the Russian constitution separates Church and s ta te  and gives  c i t izens 
of the Soviet Union confessional freedom, 

Several internat io~a3ly k ~ o w n  Lutheran leaders hailed the members hip application 
of the Russian Church when it was first  announced several  months ago, 

Among them were Dr, Franklin Clark Fry of New York, president of the Lutheran 
World Federation; Bls hop Hanns Lilje of Hauarrover , Germany, h i s  immediate predeces sor 
in that post; Dr, Kurt Schmidt- clause^ of Geneva, executive secretary of the federa- 
tion; a-7d Dr, 8, Frederick No4de of New York, a member of the LWF Commission on 
International Aff af rs . 

A l l  were here when the aprlicatics~. was approved--Dr, Fry a s  chairman of the WCC 
Central Gomrnittee, Bishop L i l j ~ .  a:ri a Ce-tral Ccmmittee member, Dr. Schmidt-Clausen 
as  the LWF" fraternal d~_ tega" ,~  a ~ d  Dr, '$;Tglde ax director of the ecumenical Commis- 
sion of the Churches on Interrational Affairs. (The NLC News Bureau.) 

I 
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HAPPY NEW E A R !  



FOr3;'NOTL to art icle on w e  18&! 9, initialed "GER" 

According to  information received from one well acquainted with what transpired 
a t  the St. John ' s  Lutheran chuLch-trial a t  Bowdle 1 jc"i"L7? Dakota,  The Lutheran 
SFOKLSMAJ should not be  s o  ready t o  cri t icize the resolution adopted by our ELS 
convention l a s t  August. which fact  was  touched upon in the above init ialed art icle.  
I t  seems that  two di  Eferent men of the CLC persuasion were ,  on the witness  s t and ,  
led t o  ackrowledge that  the basis fcr a p a s t o r 9  ccl1 cha13ged when h e ,  but not the 
congregation h~ was  servir,g, withdrew from (he s.;nod to which both belonged. 
These  two w l t r e s s e s  conceded that  for a pastor ro l e a v ~  a church-body, while the 
congregatisn h e  had been servicg remained i n  i t ,  wc~uld c r e j t e  a n  impossible si tua- 
t'e0.n 'd, 

'That b~-. ing the Cast, ov:e wauld have to  say tl-]at for a pastor to resign from a 
syrhod while the cnllgregatlor? does not ,  realiy l eaves  311 coficerned no alternative 
except ti, r e c c g n i z ~  that  the r e l a t i x ~ ? h i p  they  formerly enjoyed is no longer the 
same,  w h ~ c h  t h ~ n  is ar:t:ther vv;iy of sa-yifig thcit  he bastor ' s  c a l l  is automatically 
up for review ---- a;d that  w a  just  the  ~o iyr t  of our ELS resa lu t io~ . .  One cannot 
r e f r a i ~  from ask ing ,  How car: a pastor with a good conscience serve a congrega- 
tion thar s t i l l  wishes  t o  remain with the syrgd from which he for conscience rea- 
s n s  had resigned? -- (Ed.) 




